particular deity as the only way to salvation.   This tendency must have assumed such intensity only long tfter the 3rd  century B. C,    Sectarian spirit,   the amount of debt that the Puranas owe to the Maha-bharata, the frequent references to Buddhism and other religions, the style that indicates a far later develop* naentj the highly artificial nature of the stories and the reference to the kings of the later dynasties lead us to the conclusion that the,earlier ones among the existant Puranas must have been written after the 1st century A. D. The Vishnu Purana reliably refers to the Maurya dynasty, the Matsya Purana refers to the Andhra dynasty and the Vayu Purana speaks of the Gupta dynasty. Since Bana refers to the Vayu Purana, and since great rulers like Harsha ate not mentioned in any of the Puranas, we can take it that the more important Puranas including the Vayu Purana must have come into being before the 7th century A. D., though some like the Bhagavata must have been composed from the 10th cestury A. D. onwards.   Some orientalists say that Puranasa&aclass were composed after the 10th century A. D. Such opinion is quite against the available facts, set forth above.   Further, Kumarila Bhatta of the 8th century A. D. relies on the Puranas as sources of law. Sri Sankaracharya of the 9th century A. D. and Sri lUuuanuja of the 12th century A. D. recognise the authority of the Puranas unreservedly.    Alberuni in 103D A. IX shows h